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Appendix 6-A Environmental Mitigation and
Commitments Register

1.1 Introduction and Register
1.1.1 Table 1 lists the environmental mitigation measures and commitments to be

adopted during the construction, operation (including maintenance), and
decommissioning phases of the Proposed Development.

1.1.2 These measures are draft and will be developed and confirmed as the Proposed
Development progresses in response to design development, consultation,
technical engagement and emerging good practice. Ultimately, these measures
are anticipated to be secured in the Draft Development Consent Order (DCO),
although the exact securing mechanism is to be confirmed.

1.1.3 Table 1 is aligned with the Planning Inspectorate’s guidance on Commitment
Registers and Scoping Solar Development (Ref A-1). Whilst the naming of
columns diƯers slightly from the Planning Inspectorate’s guidance, the
information contained is largely the same. Columns are not provided on
‘monitoring’, ‘delivery’, ‘associated supporting documentation’ and ‘compliance
date and details’ as these are not deemed appropriate at this early stage.

1.1.4 Measures relating to noise and vibration, air quality and dust, visual amenity,
glint and glare and water all contribute to the mitigation of human health. As
such, no specific human health measures are identified.

1.1.5 The phases of the Proposed Development include:

a. Detailed Design: follows consent of the Proposed Development and
includes procurement;

b. Construction: the minimum estimated construction duration is 36 months.
An estimated construction duration of up to 48 months will be assumed as
a worst-case (where applicable);;

c. Operation: the Proposed Development is expected to operate for 40 years,
following the date of final commissioning of the Proposed Development;
and

d. Decommissioning: anticipated to be 24 months in duration.

1.1.6 Where an outline management plan is to be produced for the DCO Application,
a detailed version of this document would be prepared ahead of construction,
operation (and maintenance), and/or decommissioning (as relevant). This will
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likely be secured by a requirement in Schedule 2 to the DCO, which would
require the detailed management plan to be substantially in accordance with the
outline management plan. All mitigation relating to the detailed design of the
Proposed Development will be captured in the Design Principles document to be
submitted with the DCO Application.
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3.8.2 Key characteristics of MCA 19: Essex/South Suffolk Estuaries and Coastal Waters 
• East facing, deeply indented soft coastline of estuaries, 

rivers, shallow creeks, with extensive mud and sandflats, 
low-lying islands and tidal salt marshes. 

• Sea bed characterised by sedimentary deposits of sands, 
gravels and mud, which meets London Clay along the 
coast. 

• Mudflats and sandbanks of Maplin Sands, Foulness 
Sands, Dengie Flats – with vast areas revealed at low tide.  
Gently shelving sea bed, which remains relatively shallow 
(0.15m deep) with thick seabed sediments  

• Wide and complex tidal range and sheltered seas as a 
result of the funnelling effect of the surrounding landform.  

• The tides fill and empty the meandering creeks across the 
marshes and mudflats, providing interesting temporal 
variation. Shingle and shell banks occur in the intertidal 
zone.  

• Maplin Sands are of marine biological interest for 
extensive eel-grass beds and unusual fern-like hydroids 
(whiteweed) – commercially exploited and dried for 
decorative use.  

• Harwich, once important for shipbuilding, now a trade and 
ferry port. 

• Gunfleet Sands Offshore Wind Farm is a prominent 
feature in views within the seascape and from land, with 
the Maunsell Forts a feature on the horizon. Onshore, 
Bradwell nuclear power station is a feature in views. 

• Area supports large numbers of wetland birds and diverse 
marine wildlife. Intertidal area covered by extensive 
designations including Ramsar, the Essex Estuaries SAC, 
and Blackwater, Crouch, Roach and Colne estuaries MCZ.  

• Exceptional maritime history, including evidence of 
Neolithic settlement in areas of submerged land in the 
Blackwater Estuary. Abundant Iron Age remains on the 
Essex Marshes are related to a local salt making industry. 

• Historic shipwrecks concentrated around the shoal waters 
between Swin Spitway and Whitaker Beacon. 

• Distinctive landmarks of coastal military heritage including 
Napoleonic military defences, forts and 20th century 
pillboxes.  

• Numerous small villages and hamlets developed in the 
post-medieval period in relation to fishing (at Mersea) and 
boatbuilding, as well as the coastal cargo transport 
network of the ‘Thames Barges’. 

• Access restricted by military activity with firing practice 
areas at Shoeburyness and firing ranges extending over 
the flats. 

• Fishing activity includes commercial trawling for cod, 
Dover sole, sprat, eels and brown shrimp as well as oyster 
cultivation, cockle beds, and traditional smaller-scale 
enterprises. 

• Tourist development/settlement including Clacton and 
Walton on the Naze, and Frinton which developed due to 
proximity to London.  
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• Light engineering works and boat-building/ repair yard at 
Brightlingsea. Dredged channels along rivers such as the 
Orwell allow access by heavy commercial traffic. Sea walls 
and borrow dykes run along the majority of the Essex 
coast. 

• Literary associations with Arthur Ransome, who based his 
novel Secret Water, part of the Swallows and Amazons 
series, on the area around the Walton Backwaters. 

• Popular waters for recreation with sailing, power boating, 
angling, canoeing and water skiing. Numerous marinas 
and mooring facilities support recreational yachting. 

• Strong feelings of remoteness and wilderness persist on 
extensive salt marshes, mudflats and reclaimed farmed 
marshland. 

• The character becomes quieter and more rural further from 
London. Away from the ports at Harwich and Felixstowe, 
the rivers Orwell (part of the Suffolk Coast and Heath 
AONB), Stour and Colne have remained largely 
unchanged by development. 
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4.6 London Clay Landscapes (E)

4.6.1 The London Clay landscapes are found in south Essex and around Colchester and the

Tendring Plain.

4.6.2 The key characteristics of this division can be summarised as:

Mainly gently undulating or flat landform.

Heavy clay soils and lighter sandy/loamy soils where sand and gravel deposits overly clay.

Regular and straight hedged field boundaries the result of both ancient planned

landscapes, and late enclosure of former heathlands.

Pasture and arable farmland.

Mostly enclosed nature of the landscape.

4.6.3 The main hedgerow species are Hawthorn, Oak, Elm with occasional Ash, Blackthorn, Field

Maple. 

4.6.4 The London Clay Plateau landscapes comprise four Landscape Character Areas within the

study area:

South Essex Farmlands (E1)

South Colchester Farmlands (E2)

Tendring Plain (E3)

North Colchester Farmlands (E4)
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4.6.5 South Essex Farmlands (E1)

Key Characteristics

Gently undulating landform, locally strongly rolling.

Rectilinear field pattern with tall thick hedgerow boundaries.

Occasional small woods and copses.

Sense of enclosure

Striking large open water expanse of Hanningfield Reservoir surrounded by dense tree

belts is a distinctive feature in the west.

Pylons are a frequent presence.

Overall Character

The South Essex Farmlands have a simple pattern of small to medium size rectangular arable

and pasture fields.  Distinctive long hedgerow boundaries running on parallel axes are a

common feature, thought to be the result of ancient planned enclosure and extend over gently

to strongly undulating landform.  Despite the large scale loss of elm in the area, the tall thick

hedges contribute an enclosed character to the landscape.  In the west the large Hanningfield

Reservoir and its surrounding mixed treebelts are a dramatic contrast to the surrounding

farmland.  Overhead pylons and some major roads visually interrupt the landscape.
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Character Profile

Geology

- Mainly London Clay, some Claygate and Bagshot Beds and Sands and Gravels

Soils

- Slowly permeable clayey soils, small areas of fine or coarse loamy and silty soils.

Landform

- Varied landform.

- Large parts are gently undulating.

- More strongly rolling topography associated with rounded, moderate to steep sided

hills/small escarpments between Ramsheath and Woodham Ferrers, extending north to

Cold Norton and Purleigh.

- Low broad ridge extends on the Dengie Peninsula.

Semi-natural vegetation

- Oak-hornbeam woodland.  

- Neutral meadows.

Pattern of field enclosure

- Predominantly small and medium rectilinear fields, often with long co-axial field

boundaries (ancient planned field system).  

- A few areas with large fields where field pattern has been lost, e.g. east of Rettendon.

- Predominantly thick hedgerow boundaries.

Farming pattern

- Mix of arable and pasture farmland, arable more dominant in the east.

- Occasional orchards, e.g. near Chelmsford.

Woodland/tree cover

- Scattered small woods and copses in the west, more widely dispersed in the east towards

the Dengie Peninsula.

- Mixed tree belts around Hanningfield Reservoir.

- Scattered hedgerow oak trees.  Elm was previously the dominant hedgerow tree.
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Settlement pattern and built form

- Dispersed settlement pattern.

- Small villages and hamlets generally of strong linear form.

- Farmsteads, cottages and more recent suburban houses along lanes.

- Isolated farmsteads and barns within the farmland.

- Local vernacular of weatherboarding (painted black or white) and brick.

Communications

- Minor roads are quite straight and follow strong north to south, east to west patterns,

sometimes with distinctive right angled bends.  Narrow grass verges.

- Main A130 runs through the centre of the area and the A12(T) bisects the north west

corner.

Other landscape features

- Hanningfield Reservoir - very large expanse of open water.

- Pylon routes running north to south and east to west, interrupt the landscape.

- Masts at Bushy Hill.

- A few sand and gravel pits on the Dengie Peninsula.

Landscape Condition

In parts, especially in the east of the area, there has been loss of hedgerows due to field

rationalisation, or fragmentation due to lack of management.

The condition of some settlements is poor due to out of character 1960's and 1970's

development.

Past, Present and Future Trends for Change

Traditionally the landscape was dominated by pasture but extensive areas have been

converted to arable.

Future trends for change may include pressure for urban development, masts on high

ground and recreational uses given the proximity to urban areas in the east.
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4.7 Coastal Landscapes (F)

4.7.1 The Coastal landscapes in Essex are extensive areas of open, and largely undeveloped low-

lying land adjacent to the coast, much of which is of significant nature conservation value.

The very long coastline is deeply indented by major river estuaries including the Stour, Colne,

Blackwater, Crouch, and the Thames, and includes distinctive island and peninsula features.

Much of the coastal land behind the sea wall has been reclaimed to form wet grazing marshes

and, where drained and improved, arable fields.  Inland, the land rises and is dominated by

arable farmland.

4.7.2 The key characteristics of this division can be summarised as:

Expansive, sky-dominated, flat, low lying landscapes with water often a feature in views.

The estuaries bring the maritime character inland.

Deeply indent coastline. 

Traditional grazing marshes and drained arable land protected from flooding by sea walls.

Few hedgerows or fences; numerous creeks, drainage ditches and dykes.

Tree cover limited to farmsteads and villages on higher ground.

Extensive evidence of 20th century military activity.

Many settlements related to fishing or boating industry.
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4.7.3 Typical hedgerow species are Hawthorn, Oak, Elm, with occasional Elderberry, Blackthorn,

Dog rose.

4.7.4 The Coastal landscapes comprise ten Landscape Character Areas within the study area:

Thames Estuary (F1)

Crouch & Roach Farmland (F2)

Dengie & Foulness Coast (F3)

Blackwater Estuary (F4)

North Blackwater Coastal Farmlands (F5)

Mersea Island (F6)

Brightlingsea-Clacton-Frinton Coast (F7)

Hamford Water (F8)

Stour Estuary Slopes (F9)

Stour Estuary (F10)
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4.7.6 Crouch & Roach Farmland (F2)

Key Characteristics

Long narrow Crouch and Roach river estuaries with bands of flat low lying marshlands.

Rolling or gently undulating arable farmland between the estuaries.  Regular fields of

variable size and thick or intermittent hedgerow boundaries.

Frequent long views across the farmland to the estuaries from higher ground.

Strongly right angled pattern of lanes.

Small villages, a scattering of hamlets, farmsteads, and newer suburban properties are

concentrated along the lanes on higher ground.

Overall Character

The coastal character of the area is defined by the narrow estuaries which penetrate far inland,

with associated mudflats, saltmarsh and reclaimed marshlands, sometimes including grazing

marsh.  The land between the estuaries and their immediate margins is gently or strongly

undulating arable farmland.  Moderate to steep sided estuary valleysides are a distinctive

backdrop either side of the Crouch.  Typically, thick hedgerows dominated by scrub elm

follow the rectilinear field boundaries.  However, there has been significant loss of hedgerows

especially in the south of the area, as well as the general loss of elm the formerly

characteristic hedgerow tree, resulting in a fairly open character.  The settlement pattern is

sparse along the edge of the estuaries, and mostly small settlement tend to hug the slightly

higher drier land.  Large parts of the area have a tranquil character.
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Character Profile

Geology

- London Clay, Sands and Gravels, Brickearths and Loams, Claygate and Bagshot Beds,

Sands and Gravels

Soils

- Slowly permeable clayey soils, deep stoneless alluvial and well drained silty/loamy soils.

Landform/coastal form

- Mostly very gently undulating landform.  

- Low moderate to steep to estuary/valleysides around Canewdon/near Hockley and to the

north of the Crouch estuary between South Woodham Ferrers and Burnham on Crouch.  

- Incised narrow estuaries of the Rivers Crouch and Roach.  

- Narrow margins of flat low lying marshland and saltmarshes next to the Roach, broader

areas adjacent to the Crouch.

Semi-natural vegetation

- Saltmarsh, grazing marsh, ancient woodland.

Pattern of field enclosure

- Regular, mainly small to medium size fields, some large.  Distinctive ancient planned

coaxial hedgerow boundaries in many parts.

- Regular and irregular fields on the marshlands with straight and sinuous ditch boundaries.

Farming pattern

- Largely arable, but with some significant areas of coastal grazing marsh, e.g. around North

Fambridge.

Woodland/tree cover

- Very widely dispersed small copses.  Some small woodlands on the ridge near Hockley.

- Scattered hedgerow oak and ash trees.  Occasional elms, but these have largely been lost.

Settlement pattern and built form

- Absence of settlement within the marshlands apart from a very small number of isolated

farmsteads.

- Small hamlets, farmsteads and early 20th century houses along roads on the higher

ground.

- A few small villages, some with a suburban character at the edges.
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- Local vernacular of black and white weatherboarding, colour washing and red brick.

Occasional examples of dutch gables as an architectural detail on brick houses

- Small town of Burnham on Crouch, historically a fishing settlement now an important

yachting centre.

- Larger town of Woodham Ferrers with extensive modern estates.

Communications

- Narrow lanes with right angled bands following the field boundaries.

- Lack of roads within the marshlands other than farm tracks.

- Main A130 crosses the landscape in the west.  Otherwise few major roads cross the area.

Other landscape features

- Church towers and spires are often visually prominent in the landscape.

- Some wet gravel pits.

- Scattered ponds and small reservoirs.

- Small caravan/mobile home parks.

- Quays and a marina at Burnham on Crouch.

- Occasional marinas, pontoons and river moorings elsewhere.

Landscape Condition

Many hedgerows are fragmented.

The condition of the small settlements is very mixed, often including out of character

modern infill.

Past, Present and Future Trends for Change

There has been significant loss of grazing marsh as a result of agricultural intensification

since the Second World War.

Loss of elm trees from the farmland in the 1960's and 1970's made the character of the

area more open.

Present and likely ongoing trends for change include pressure for urban development

around South Woodham Ferrers, transportation developments near Southend, and demand

for additional boat moorings, marina facilities along the estuaries.  Flood protection

measures may also be a likely future issues. There may be some opportunities for managed

realignment together with restoration of saltmarshes and grazing marshes, rather than use

of visually intrusive higher hard sea walls.
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4.7.7 Dengie and Foulness Coast (F3)

Key Characteristics

Large scale, flat landscape.

Sense of openness/space.  Wide views.

Vast tidal mudflats and sands, and extensive fringing saltmarshes, rich in wildlife.

Mainly arable farmland of the reclaimed marshlands, intersected by ditches and dykes.

Absence of woodland, only a few hedgerows.

Isolated farms and barns, with small villages restricted to the fringes.

Bradwell Nuclear Power Station is a significant landmark.

Remote tranquil character.

Overall Character

Dengie and Foulness coast is a distinctive extensive area of reclaimed marshlands, and of

sweeping tidal mudflats and sands beyond the sea wall.  It is a flat open and exposed

landscape, dominated by the sky and/or the sea.  A large scale pattern of arable fields on the

marshlands is defined by straight or sinuous ditches, with very few trees.  Settlement is very

sparse.  The older marshlands have occasional farmsteads and lanes, but on the more recent

reclaimed areas, there are just a few isolated barns and farmsteads.  No major roads cross the

area so this increases its remote tranquil character.
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Character Profile

Geology

- Mainly alluvium, some London Clay and Sands & Gravels

Soils

- Deep stoneless fine/coarse silty and clayey soils.

Landform/coastal form

- Large areas of flat low lying land below 5 m elevation.  To the south this is broken into a

series of small and large islands by the lower Crouch and Roach estuaries and connecting

creeks, e.g. Foulness, Wallasea, Potton Islands.  

- Beyond the sea wall in the east both narrow fringes and large pockets of flat saltmarsh and

vast tidal sand/mudflats such as Maplin sands.

Semi-natural vegetation

- Saltmarsh, pockets of coastal grazing marsh, sea wall grassland, shoreline vegetation.

Pattern of field enclosure

- Predominantly regular, medium to large size fields bounded by straight ditches and dykes.  

- Some significant pockets further inland of older, irregular shaped small and medium size

fields bounded by sinuous ditches, including remnant fleets in the south.  

- Wallasea Island has a geometric field pattern.  Overall appearance of a large scale field

pattern due to only a few hedgerows.

Farming pattern

- Intensive arable farmland, small areas of grazing marsh.

Woodland/tree cover

- Generally very sparse tree cover.

- A few isolated copses, and trees around farmsteads.

- Some isolated trees/scrub on the older reclaimed marshes.

Settlement pattern and built form

- Isolated farmsteads on the older reclaimed marshes, only occasional barns on the more

recently reclaimed land from sea.

- Churchend on Foulness is the only traditional hamlet in the area.

- 1930s plotland developments at Maylandsea and St Lawrence Bay.
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Communications

- Sparse road network of narrow straight or dog-legging lanes.  Mainly farm tracks.

Other landscape features

- Bradwell Nuclear Power Station is an important landmark with an imposing presence.

- Isolated church at Bradwell on Sea.

- Military ranges, e.g. at Foulness with trackways and unfarmed strips and scattered

buildings/debris.

- Traces of redhills.

- Decoy ponds.

- Shingle spit at Foulness Point.

- Caravan sites/leisure parks at St Lawrence Bay.

Landscape Condition

Some intrusive farm buildings occur around historic farmsteads.

Locally intrusive industrial/warehouse buildings occur at Creeksea.

Past, Present and Future Trends for Change

Since the Second World War there has been significant loss of coastal grazing marsh and

of features such as decoy ponds and old sea wall, as a result of agricultural intensification.

The main future influences on changes are likely to be agricultural and flood protection.

Changes in arable subsidy regimes may present opportunities for large scale managed

realignment with creation of saltmarsh and restoration of coastal grazing marsh.
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KEY ISSUES
* Loss of grazing marsh in past through arable 
conversion
* Reduction in conservation value through continued 
intensive methods
* Confusion of simple unity of new agricultural 
landscape by creation of conservation headlands and 
margins
* Loss of historic and archaeological features through 
arable cultivation
* Loss of cultural association between the farmed 
landscape and the sea
* Restriction in open character locally through 
development behind the sea wall
* Restricted public access
* Risk of flooding
* Potential loss of limited grazing marsh back to salt 
marsh through managed retreat
* Change in character of ditches and dykes through 
management for birds
* Localised fence clutter through management for 
recreation
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KEY ISSUES
* Loss of grazing marsh in past through arable 
conversion
* Reduction in conservation value through 
continued intensive methods
* Confusion of simple unity of new agricultural 
landscape by creation of conservation headlands 
and margins
* Loss of historic and archaeological features 
through arable conversion
* Loss of cultural association between the farmed 
landscape and the sea
* Restriction in open character locally through 
development behind the sea wall
* Restricted public access
* Risk of flooding
* Potential loss of limited grazing marsh back to 
salt marsh through managed retreat 
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6.4 Estuarine Marsh/Mudflats Landscapes

6.4.1 The key characteristics of this Landscape Character Type are:

Flat, low-lying and open landscape
Areas of saltmarsh, mudflats, shingle spits and tidal creeks adjacent to the coast
Generally tranquil and undisturbed character
Sense of remoteness and tranquillity
Visible sea walls separate drained former marshland and current saltmarsh/mudflats
Lack of trees or hedgerows

6.4.2 This Landscape Character Type contains the following Landscape Character Areas:

C1 - Tollesbury Fleet Estuarine Marsh/Mudflats
C2 - Blackwater Estuarine Marsh/Mudflats
C3 - Dengie Flats Estuarine Marsh/Mudflats
C4 - Fleet Estuarine Marsh/Mudflats
C5 - Bridgemarsh Island Estuarine Marsh/Mudflats

6.4.3 The Estuarine Marsh/Mudflats landscape type is particularly affected by ongoing change due
to dynamic coastal processes, and this is a key influence on the future management of these
landscapes.
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C3 DENGIE FLATS ESTUARINE MARSH/MUDFLATS

Key Characteristics
Expansive area of saltmarsh,
fringed by open mudflats (Dengie
Flat and Ray Sand).
Inter-tidal landscape which lines
the eastern coastal edge.
Panoramic, open views eastwards
across  the  sea,  towards  a
seemingly endless horizon.
Sense of remoteness and
tranquillity.
Character greatly influenced by
the changing colours of the sea
and sky.
Important habitats for wildlife
and rare coastal flora.

Overall Character

This character area lines the eastern
edge of the Maldon coastline and
encompasses expansive areas of
open saltmarsh.  This diverse habitat
is contained to the west by the sea
wall (behind which, drained
estuarine marsh dominates the
character  of  the  landscape).   To  the
east, the e saltmarshes are lined with
large areas of diverse inter-tidal
mudflats (including St. Peter’s Flat,
Dengie Flat  and Ray Sand),  which provide important  habitats  for  birds.   Character  within the area is
greatly influenced by the changing colours of the sea and sky.  Panoramic, open views eastwards across
the sea, towards a seemingly endless horizon add to creating a sense of remoteness and tranquillity
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within the area.  The relative absence of tree cover and settlement creates an expansive landscape that
is wild in places.

Visual Characteristics
Open views across drained estuarine marsh to the west.
Panoramic, open views eastwards across the sea, towards a seemingly endless horizon.
Short-distance views to the landmark Bradwell power station within coastal farmland to the west.
Dramatic views across ever-changing mudflats, influenced by the colour of the sea and sky.

Historic Land Use

Evidence of historic land use within the Character Area is dominated by present and former marshland.
The main historic landscape features include the sea defence wall, which marks the inland boundary.

Ecological Features

This  Character  Area  is  dominated  by  coastal  habitats,  mudflats  and  seashore.   The  area  contains  the
following sites of nature conservation value:

Dengie Ramsar Site- supports internationally and nationally important numbers of wildfowl.
Dengie SPA - supports internationally and nationally important numbers of wildfowl.
Essex Estuaries cSAC – supports variety of internationally important habitats including estuarine,
mudflats, sandflats, Salicornia colonising mud, Spartina swards and Atlantic salt meadows.
Dengie SSSI – tidal mudflats and saltmarsh with rare coastal flora and internationally and nationally
important wintering populations of wildfowl and waders.
Holliwell Point NNR – foreshore habitats.

Key Planning and Land Management Issues
Sea-level rise and erosion could lead to the loss of existing mudflats.
Risk of erosion due to wash from motorised craft.
Loss of saltmarsh through coastal squeeze.
Potential for damage to diverse, important bird habitats and archaeological remains with a potential
increase in tourism and accessibility to visitors.
New development within adjacent coastal farmland to the west could erode the generally
undisturbed character of the area and adversely affect mudflats.
Restricted public access.
Disturbance of habitats through inappropriate recreation.
Risk of pollution of inter-tidal habitat.

Sensitivities to Change

The expansive area of saltmarsh, fringed by open mudflats, is sensitive to changes in land management
or new development.  The open and exposed nature of the area (with no visible vertical skyline
elements present) is highly visually sensitive to new development, both within the area and within
adjacent character areas (including areas of seascape).  It is highly likely that potential new
development would be visible within long-distance views from adjacent drained coastal estuarine
marsh  and  from areas  of  seascape  to  the  east.   Potential  new development  either  within  the  area,  or
within adjacent character areas, may also disturb the strong sense of tranquillity.  The area also
contains several internationally and nationally important sites for wildlife (in particular, wildfowl).
Overall, this character area has high sensitivity to change.
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Proposed Landscape Strategy Objectives

Conserve - seek to protect and enhance positive features that are essential in contributing to local
distinctiveness and sense of place through effective planning and positive land management measures.

Suggested Landscape Planning Guidelines
Conserve the open nature of the mosaic of mudflats.
Conserve the mostly undisturbed, undeveloped character.
Consider the impact on views from the area to potential areas of new development within adjacent
areas of drained estuarine marsh and coastal farmland.
Conserve open views across seascape to the east.

Suggested Land Management Guidelines
Conserve and protect the natural habitats that support important wildfowl, including Brent geese.
Conserve and manage mudflat habitats.
Manage and control possible levels of sewage and pollution released from development within
adjacent coastal farmland.
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6.6 Coastal Farmland Landscapes

6.6.1 The key characteristics of this Landscape Character Type are:

Predominantly flat, low-lying landscape, sloping gradually upwards to the north
Views of river estuaries and coastline from several locations
Arable farmland on underlying heavy clay soils
Lack of large patches/areas of woodland
Relatively sparse settlement pattern

6.6.2 This Landscape Character Type contains the following Landscape Character Areas:

E1 - Tolleshunt Coastal Farmland
E2 - Tillingham and Latchingdon Coastal Farmland



251

11100101R Final LCAs_09-06 Section 6.0 – Landscape Character of Maldon District

E2 TILLINGHAM AND LATCHINGDON COASTAL FARMLAND

Key Characteristics

Gently undulating arable farmland behind the coastal marshland, locally quite steep.
Heavy clay soils and lighter sandy loamy soils where sand and gravel deposits overlie clay.
Distinctive long hedgerow boundaries running on parallel axes are a common feature, thought to be
the result of ancient planned enclosure.
Dutch elm disease has made elm loss noticeable in hedgerows.
Right-angled bends in lanes reflect ancient field pattern.
Settlement pattern follows underlying soils - sand and gravel formations on a ridge between
Bradwell and Burnham - elsewhere settlement on slopes in clay areas.
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Overall Character

This character area lies on the broadly rolling higher ground forming the hinterlands behind both the
Dengie drained marshland (D7/D8), the lower Blackwater estuary drained marshland (D5/D6), and the
river Crouch drained farmland (D9).  This land is steeply sloping in places, as above Steeple, Mayland,
and St Lawrence, and south of Cold Norton.  Criss-crossed by drains and ditches, many of the field
patterns have noticeable right-angled bends that the adjacent lanes follow, which is thought to
demonstrate evidence of ancient planned landscape.  The mainly rectilinear field pattern is medium to
large scale.  Extensive hedgerow loss in many places gives the appearance of a large-scale field pattern.
Farming is a mix of arable and some pasture enclosed by elm-dominated hedgerows and copses, many
of them containing a large proportion of dead elms, victims of Dutch elm disease.  Trees and
shelterbelts are usually located near farmsteads.  Scattered hedgerow oak trees are visible in some
places along fields and lanes.  Around Latchingdon many conifer windbreaks can also be seen.
Visually intrusive pylons march across the fields through the centre of the area.  The telegraph poles
are less visually intrusive.  Occasionally a water tower dominates the horizon locally.  The B1010 is
the main access road between Maldon and Burnham, but the B1018 and B1021 also service the area.
Road traffic is omnipresent.  The railway between Burnham and Southminster is well hidden in the
landscape.  Historic settlement patterns are visible in the line of villages along the top of the low north-
south ridge between Bradwell and Burnham, due to underlying sands and gravels, whereas other
villages are more dispersed in a linear pattern along roads across the underlying clay slopes.
Farmsteads are scattered across the area.  The vernacular architecture is weatherboard painted white
with black trim.  Red brick is also widely found as a local material.  The fringes of most of the older
villages have been suburbanised in an unsympathetic way that visually intrudes into the local
landscape.  Views of the church at Tillingham are completely obscured by modern housing in yellow
brick.   Current,  as  wall  as  late  20th century development  at  Mayland and Maylandsea is  particularly
noticeable, due to its density and suburban style, and does not blend well into the open landscape
character.  Disused sand and gravel pits have also often been insensitively or inappropriately restored
causing loss of hedgerow pattern and uncharacteristic landform.  This is a landscape characterised by
its rolling topography, by its visual links to the drained marshland and by its texture of its deciduous
tree and shrubs in field boundaries.  Urban expansion is happening fast here, and as a consequence only
certain pockets, well away from the B road network, have a moderate sense of tranquillity now.

Visual Characteristics
Steeple church visible from higher ground to the south.
Panoramic views from Althorne to both Blackwater and Crouch estuaries.
Steep slopes descending to Steeple, Mayland and St Lawrence visible from across the Blackwater
Estuary.
Some ancient manors and moats visible.
Urban fringes visually intrusive in terms of density and architectural style.

Historic Land Use

Evidence of historic land use within the Character Area is dominated by a distinctive co-axial
rectilinear field pattern (known as Dengie-form after this area).  These are of considerable antiquity,
and may have their origins in the middle Saxon period, if not before.  These were historically bordered
by elm hedgerows, but most of these were lost in the 1970s as a consequence of Dutch Elm Disease.
The original medieval pattern of settlements scattered along the roads along the top of the ridge and on
smaller peninsulas protruding out to the coast is still evident, as at Burnham-on-Sea.  Other historic
landscape features include the former Bradwell-on-Sea airfield, which is now the site of the Bradwell
Nuclear Power-station.
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Ecological Features

This Character Area is dominated by a mix of arable and pastoral agriculture behind the coastal
marshland.  Ecological features include:

Remnants of historic hedgerows.
Unimproved grassland on narrow roadside verges.
Irrigation reservoirs.

Key Planning and Land Management Issues
Potential further loss and decline in hedgerows due to intensive agricultural practice and lack of
management.
Pressure of increased traffic on rural and minor lanes especially during peak tourist seasons.
Pressure from increased water-related leisure activities and effects on tranquil areas.
Potential visual intrusion of telephone masts.
Effects of new uses on tranquillity such as firing ranges.
Potential for more visually intrusive expansion to the settlement edges Potential for visually
intrusive development of new farm buildings.
Flood protection and managed retreat issues.

Sensitivities to Change

Sensitive key characteristics and landscape elements within this character area include distinctive long
hedgerow boundaries (often containing deciduous trees and shrubs) running on parallel axes (which are
sensitive to changes in land management).  The open nature of the skyline of several areas of the
coastal farmland is visually sensitive, with new development potentially visible within expansive views
across the area and also within views to and from adjacent drained estuarine marsh and coastal
farmland.   There is  a  strong sense of  historic  integrity,  resulting from a historic  settlement  pattern of
villages lining the top of the low north-south ridge between Bradwell and Burnham and a distinctive
historic co-axial field pattern.  Overall, this character area has moderate sensitivity to change.

Proposed Landscape Strategy Objectives

Conserve - seek to protect and enhance positive features that are essential in contributing to local
distinctiveness and sense of place through effective planning and positive land management measures.

Restore - seek to reinforce and/or reinstate historic landscape patterns and features that contribute to
sense of place and time depth, by repairing distinctive elements that have been lost or degraded.

Suggested Landscape Planning Guidelines
Ensure that any new development responds to historic settlement pattern and scale, and uses
materials that are appropriate to the local landscape character    Such development should be well
integrated into the surrounding landscape.
Conserve the mostly rural character of the area.
Ensure that new farm buildings are sensitively designed and located within the landscape to accord
with existing character.
Conserve panoramic long distance views to adjacent character areas of drained and open estuarine
marsh.

Suggested Land Management Guidelines
Conserve and restore the existing hedgerow network with particular emphasis placed on the
planting and management of elm.
Conserve historic lanes and unimproved roadside verges.
Conserve and enhance the landscape setting of Tollesbury and other villages.
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6.7 Wooded Farmland Landscapes

6.7.1 The key characteristics of this Landscape Character Type are:

Elevated undulating hills or ridges and slopes
Mixture of arable and pasture farmland
Pockets of common and pasture
Views to wooded horizons
Well wooded with blocks of mature mixed and deciduous woodland (including areas of
ancient and semi-natural woodland); copses, hedges and mature single trees
Mature field boundaries
Framed views to adjacent character areas
Enclosed character in places
Network of quiet, often tree-lined narrow lanes

6.7.2 This Landscape Character Type contains the following Landscape Character Areas:

F3 - Totham Wooded Farmland
F4 - Tolleshunt Knights Wooded Farmland
F5 - Little Baddow and Danbury Wooded Farmland
F6 - Woodham Wooded Farmland
F12 - East Hanningfield Wooded Farmland
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pre-1800 granges and farmhouses add to this sense of history.  The slight sense of isolation on the
higher ground comes from these inward-looking views framed by dense woods.  The hilltops and lanes
are relatively tranquil, with settlement edges and areas near the A12 more disturbed by vehicular noise.
The sense of tranquillity thus varies from strong to moderate.

Visual Characteristics
Long distance views to drained estuarine marshes from Mountain Road leading into Great Braxted
Timber church steeples are a feature within the landscape, but few churches are on high ground and
are often tucked into the wooded landscape.
Some open views to the valley below, but more often the views are short distances, over fields and
buildings framed by the wooded ridges.
New residential development on Hall Road, Great Totham is visually out of character with
surrounding landscape in terms of colour, style and density of the settlement.

Historic Land Use

Historically this  Character  Area comprised Tiptree Heath,  a  huge area of  common rough pasture and
wood-pasture shared between the neighbouring parishes.  Encroachment on this area began in a
piecemeal fashion in the medieval period, but extensive open tracts still remained until the early 19th

century when it was finally enclosed by Enclosure Act.  This piecemeal history of enclosure is evident.
Some areas of the original heath and wood-pasture survive, these appear as ancient woodland and are
largely located on the top of the ridge, the Wickham Bishops area is particularly well-wooded.
Historically settlement was very dispersed and sparse, comprising isolated church/hall complexes,
manors, farms, cottages and small hamlets.  The main historic landscape features include:

Enclosed meadow pasture along the Domsey Brook valley floor.
Braxted Park and a smaller park at Hill House.
The modern settlement of Wickham Bishops, which largely date to the 20th century.
Moderate to high post-1950s boundary loss, in many cases involving the removal of boundaries
introduced in the early 19th century.

Ecological Features

This Character Area is dominated by widespread arable agriculture with large blocks of woodland.
The area contains no designated sites of nature conservation.  Ecological features include:

Boundaries of ditches and species-rich hedgerows.
Approximately 21 areas of Ancient Woodland including: Kelvedon Hall Wood/Tiptree
Wood/Westhall Wood/Rond Wood/Criers Wood/Strowling Wood/Chantry Wood/Eastland, and
Captain’s Wood.

Key Planning and Land Management Issues
Pressure of increased traffic on rural and minor lanes.
Potential for more visually intrusive development on the fringes of Witham.
Potential for visually intrusive development of new farm buildings.
Potential for visually intrusive development within adjacent character area (around Witham).

Sensitivities to Change

Sensitive key characteristics and landscape elements within this character area include several
woodland patches and copses, mature trees within hedgerows and occasional ditches, which are
sensitive to changes in land management.  The overall sense of tranquillity within parts of the character
area is also sensitive to change and potential new development, or increases in traffic flow associated
with such development.  There is a strong sense of historic integrity, resulting from a series of ancient
woodlands situated on the top of the ridge (comprising areas of original heath and wood pasture),
Braxted Park and Hill House and patches of enclosed meadow within the valley floors, which are also
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6.5 Drained Estuarine Marsh Landscapes

6.5.1 The key characteristics of this Landscape Character Type are:

Areas of flat, artificially drained former saltmarsh currently grassland and cultivated fields
Visible sea walls separate drained former marshland and current saltmarsh/mudflats
Lack of large areas of trees or woodland
Network of visible drainage ditches

6.5.2 This Landscape Character Type contains the following Landscape Character Areas:

D1 - Old Hall Marshes and Tollesbury Wick Drained Estuarine Marsh
D2 - Maldon Drained Estuarine Marsh
D3 - Northey Island Drained Estuarine Marsh
D4 - Osea Island Drained Estuarine Marsh
D5 – Mundon Drained Estuarine Marsh
D6 - Ramsay Drained Estuarine Marsh
D7 - Bradwell Drained Estuarine Marsh
D8 - Dengie Drained Estuarine Marsh
D9 - Fambridge Drained Estuarine Marsh

6.5.3 The Drained Estuarine Marsh landscape type is particularly affected by ongoing change due
to dynamic coastal processes, and this is a key influence on future management of these
landscapes.
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D7 BRADWELL DRAINED ESTUARINE MARSH

Key Characteristics
Flat, low-lying land immediately behind sea wall

defences.
Mostly arable farmland on former reclaimed

marsh intersected by linear ditches and dykes.
Absence of trees except around farmsteads.

Sense of huge sky, sound of birds, tranquillity,
and panoramic views across the marshland and
out to sea.
Isolated  farms;  restricted  access  provided  by  a

very few lanes; absence of settlements.

Overall Character

This area of flat, low-lying drained marshland behind
the  sea  wall  is  at  the  tip  of  the  Dengie  Peninsula,
where it juts out into the Blackwater Estuary.  It
stretches between Sales Point and Bradwell Power
Station then extends down into the Bradwell Marshes.  This character area includes the ancient St
Peter-on-the-Wall Saxon church and a disused military airfield from World War II.  It is a remote
landscape, with access for vehicles limited to one B road; and access to the sea wall is only on foot via
either the old Roman Road to St Peter’s, or various footpaths such as St Peter’s Way.  The Bradwell
Marshes have a long history and here the sinuous ditches reflect the older natural drainage patterns and
fleets that were originally used to enclose the marshland.  Near Marsh House, an old decoy pond
remains,  and in places old counter  walls  can be seen.   Remnant  elm hedgerows are visible  in  places.
This is in stark contrast to the mostly rectilinear open field pattern of the more recently drained
marshland to the east (D6).  This windswept landscape of big sky and shifting colours displays varying
textures  -  from  the  rough  textured  salt  marsh  at  low  tide  through  to  the  smoother  grazing
marsh/grassland and the extensive expanses of arable fields.  Disused or derelict buildings mixed with
small isolated settlements amid large-scale open arable farmland give this remote promontory of big
sky and sea and shifting colours an atmosphere and a character that seems forgotten and lost in time.
The sense of tranquillity is very strong.
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Visual Characteristics
Bradwell Nuclear Power Station and its pylons dominate the skyline as a visual landmark in the
northern reaches of the area, visible from great distances over the surrounding flatlands, especially
when lit at night.
St Peter-on-the-Wall church is visible from the surrounding flatlands.
Strong sense of being windswept and desolate.
Visual relief is offered by views on a clear day looking inland to the wooded slopes on the north
shore  of  the  Blackwater  Estuary  as  well  as  northwards  to  Mersea  Island  and  the  open  sea  to  the
north and east.

Historic Land Use

Evidence of historic land use within the Character Area is dominated by drained curvilinear reclaimed
land, which tends to be 18th century or earlier in origin.  The main historic landscape features include:

Field boundaries comprising water-filled ditches.
Remnants of the original seawalls, which are still visible as relict landscape features.

Ecological Features

This Character Area is dominated by arable farmland on former reclaimed marsh intersected by linear
ditches and dykes.  The area contains Sandbeach Meadows SSSI - unimproved grassland supports
dark-bellied Brent geese, plus other ecological features such as reed beds in ditches, and unimproved
grasslands.

Key Planning and Land Management Issues
Lighting and future use for Bradwell Power Station.
Proposed wind farm on Bradwell Marshes and ancillary telecommunications.
Issues of potential for pollution of water table due to large-scale intensive agriculture and use of
fertilizer.
Potential for more visually intrusive expansion to the settlement edges.
Increase of tourist traffic during peak tourist periods.
Potential further loss and decline in hedgerows due to intensive agricultural practice and lack of
management.
Potential further decline in condition of field boundaries through further agricultural intensification.
Utilities development i.e. Masts, pylons.

Sensitivities to Change

Sensitive key characteristics and landscape elements within this character area include areas of drained
marsh, sinuous ditches and remnant elm hedgerows (which are sensitive to changes in land
management).  The open nature of the area is visually sensitive to new development, which would be
visible within views from adjacent character areas.  There is a sense of historic integrity, resulting from
historic field boundaries, comprising water-filled ditches and remnants of old sea walls.  The area also
contains several internationally and nationally important sites for wildlife (in particular, wildfowl).
Overall, this character area has high sensitivity to change.

Proposed Landscape Strategy Objectives

Conserve - seek to protect and enhance positive features that are essential in contributing to local
distinctiveness and sense of place through effective planning and positive land management measures.

Restore - seek to reinforce and/or reinstate historic landscape patterns and features that contribute to
sense of place and time depth, by repairing distinctive elements that have been lost or degraded.
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Suggested Landscape Planning Guidelines
Conserve the open, undeveloped character of the area.
Conserve the largely undisturbed and tranquil nature of the area.
Consider the impacts of any development in adjacent character areas avoiding visual intrusion.
Ensure that any new development is small-scale, responding to historic settlement pattern,
landscape setting and locally distinctive building styles.
Conserve and enhance the landscape of ditches, dykes, etc.
Ensure that new farm buildings are sensitively designed and located within the landscape to accord
with existing character.
Conserve panoramic long distance views to adjacent character areas of drained and open estuarine
marsh.

Suggested Land Management Guidelines
Where appropriate, create opportunities for unimproved grassland.
Conserve and enhance the ecological structure of ditches, drains within the character area.
Conserve and promote the use of building materials in keeping with local vernacular landscape
character.
Encourage further partnerships such as the Environmental Stewardship Scheme with East Hall Farm
to promote sustainable agricultural practices.
Consider the potential for creation of new inter-tidal habitats (such as saltmarsh) through Managed
Realignment (with regard to information set out within the Crouch and Blackwater Estuary Flood
Management Strategy : Essex Estuarine Strategy).
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D8 DENGIE DRAINED ESTUARINE MARSH

Key Characteristics
Low drained land immediately behind sea wall
defences.
Mostly arable farmland on former reclaimed
marsh intersected by linear ditches and dykes.
Absence of trees except around farmsteads.
Sense of huge sky, sound of birds, tranquillity,
and panoramic views across the marshland and
out to sea.
Isolated farms; restricted access provided by a
very few lanes; absence of settlements.

Overall Character

This character area encompasses the low-lying
drained farmland immediately behind the sea wall
defences from Sale Point in the northeast tip of the
Dengie Peninsula and parallel to the fringing
saltmarsh southwards round Holliwell Point to the
broad tracts of polder lying between Burnham-on-
Crouch  and  the  sea.   The  boundary  between  these
drained coastal marshlands and the adjacent coastal
farmlands of Tillingham and Latchingdon (E2) is
generally along the change in soil type from good quality silts of the coastal farmlands to the harder to
work clays of the older diverse marshland.  It is a vast, expansive area of huge skies and ditches, dykes
and open arable farmland, mainly cereals, with little traditional grazing marsh seen today.  Telegraph
poles mark tracks and farmsteads across the view in places, with access for vehicles very limited.
Narrow lanes, often private, lead to farmsteads or connect them, and public footpaths are often the only
way to reach the coast.  St Peter’s Way is one of the very few footpaths giving public access to the sea
wall.  The marshland furthest inland is the oldest, and this is where settlements, ancient sinuous
drainage patterns and evidence of more woody vegetation are evident.  The more recent innings of land
near the sea wall have no settlements, very large barns and a regular field pattern of rectilinear fields,
drains and ditches.  Woody vegetation is absent except along remaining old, neglected counter wall sea
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defences that remain from an earlier time.  This landscape is extremely remote, with only the sound of
the wind, birds and the occasional farm vehicle, it has a very tranquil character.

Visual Characteristics
Bradwell Nuclear Power Station and its pylons dominate the skyline as a visual landmark to the
north, visible from great distances over the surrounding flatlands.
St Peter-on-the-Wall church is visible from the surrounding flatlands.
Occasional tall Lombardy poplar windbreaks loom over fields but do not jar visually; sporadic use
of coniferous windbreaks looks out of character with marshland.
Strong sense of being windswept, desolate and difficult to move about in other than on foot.
The sense of space and sky is intense and often overwhelming.
Tall reeds dominate the ditches, especially in the southern part of the area outside Burnham, and
occasional mounded irrigation reservoirs break the line of the horizon.
Some visual relief is offered by views on a clear day looking inland to the wooded slopes of
Tillingham and Latchingdon and Fambridge Coastal Farmlands.  Looking out over the seawall,
there are long views to the North Kent coast, the Dengie Flats and Foulness.

Historic Land Use

Evidence of historic land use within the Character Area is dominated by drained reclaimed land, which
are either curvilinear and 18th century or earlier in origin, or rectilinear (to the east) and largely of 19th

or  early  20th century date, with some former curvilinear reclamation that was subsequently
straightened, of 18th century or early 19th century origin.  Other historic features include the water-filled
ditch field boundaries, and the remnants of the original seawalls that are still visible as relict landscape
features.

Ecological Features

This Character Area is dominated by arable farmland on former reclaimed marsh intersected by linear
ditches and dykes.  The area contains the following main ecological features:

Reed-filled ditches.
Arable fields that provide feeding grounds for Brent geese.

Key Planning and Land Management Issues
Issues of  potential for pollution of water table due to large-scale intensive agriculture and use of
fertilizer.
Potential high density residential expansion of towns directly onto the marshland, as at Burnham ,
with no transition  zone or vernacular architecture.
Increase of tourist traffic during peak tourist periods e.g.: Burnham.
Potential further decline in condition of field boundaries through further agricultural intensification.
Potential for further utilities development i.e. Masts, pylons, wind farms.
Developments with individual large/bulky buildings.
Infrastructure implications, especially for roads, as expansion of industrial scale farming continues.

Sensitivities to Change

Sensitive key characteristics and landscape elements within this character area include areas of drained
marsh, ditches, dykes and sea walls (which are sensitive to changes in land management).  The open
nature of the area is visually sensitive to new development, which would be visible within views from
adjacent character areas.  There is a sense of historic integrity, resulting from historic field boundaries,
comprising water-filled ditches and remnants of old sea walls.  Potential new development either
within the area, or within adjacent character areas, may also disturb the strong sense of tranquillity.
Overall, this character area has high sensitivity to change.
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Proposed Landscape Strategy Objectives

Enhance - seek to improve the integrity of the landscape, and reinforce its character, by introducing
new and/or enhanced elements where distinctive features or characteristics are absent.

Restore - seek to reinforce and/or reinstate historic landscape patterns and features that contribute to
sense of place and time depth, by repairing distinctive elements that have been lost or degraded.

Suggested Landscape Planning Guidelines
Consider the visual impact of new residential development and farm buildings on the open arable
landscape.
Ensure that any new development is small-scale, responding to historic settlement pattern,
landscape setting and locally distinctive building styles.
Where appropriate, conserve and enhance the landscape of ditches, dykes, etc.
Develop strategies to reduce the impact of tourist traffic and localized industrial agricultural
expansion.

Suggested Land Management Guidelines
Develop strategies to reduce potential for pollution in ditches and streams bounding the fields.
Conserve the existing field boundary pattern, and restore where necessary through planting native
species appropriate to local landscape character.
Create opportunities for unimproved grassland.
Conserve and enhance the ecological structure of ditches, drains within the character area.
Conserve and promote the use of building materials in keeping with local vernacular landscape
character.
Consider the potential for creation of new inter-tidal habitats (such as saltmarsh) through Managed
Realignment (with regard to information set out within the Crouch and Blackwater Estuary Flood
Management Strategy : Essex Estuarine Strategy).
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D9 FAMBRIDGE DRAINED ESTUARINE MARSH (shared with Chelmsford Borough)

Key
Characteristics

Low-lying flat
drained marsh
hinterland north
of River Crouch
that become
gently rolling
further inland.
Predominantly
open, arable
fields with a
regular,
rectilinear field
pattern.
Steeply rising land above Creeksea and North Fambridge.
Extensive grazing marsh.
Sense of isolation and openness near the sea wall.

Overall Character

This character area is the hinterland of the marshes on the north shore of the narrow River Crouch.
This drained marshland is now primarily arable, although extensive grazing is apparent near the sea
wall.  Gently rising from the marsh levels, the landform is gently rolling country indented by many
creeks, with scattered blocks of trees, linear tree belts, scrub and formerly elm-dominated hedgerows
around pastures.  The narrow estuary penetrates far inland at Bridgemarsh Creek, Althorne Creek, Fenn
Creek and Clementsgreen Creek.  Drainage ditches and relic dykes accentuate the medium to large-
scale field pattern, and sinuous ditches are visible near Bridgemarsh Creek.  Small blocks of woodland
are visible west and north of North Fambridge and west of Burnham-on-Crouch, but most other tree
cover is usually near farmsteads.  The land rises dramatically at Creeksea in a broad ridge that stretches
northwest.  Pylons dominate the horizon to the north, and the only road through the area, the
B1012/1010, follows the right-angled pattern found elsewhere on the Dengie Peninsula which suggests
ancient planned landscape here also.  The railroad between South Woodham Ferrers and Burnham is
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well screened in the landscape.  Pedestrian access to the sea wall and marsh landscape is limited, with
only a few tracks and lanes leading to the river from North Fambridge, Althorne and Creeksea.  There
is a public footpath along the sea wall between Burnham and North Fambridge, Little Hayes.  The
Marsh Farm Country Park also provides public access to the river.   Settlement pattern is linear along
the main road, with scattered farms on the slopes.  Woodham Ferrers is a large new town with a well-
screened wooded perimeter, but it appears out of character with such dense planting in an open
marshland landscape.  Historic buildings are less visible here than elsewhere on the Dengie Peninsula
but some examples are seen at North Fambridge and occasionally elsewhere, including Creeksea Place.
Local vernacular is primarily weatherboarding, painted white with black trim.  The Ferryman Pub at
North Fambridge highlights the former importance of the area for the ferry landing across the river
here.  Overall, this landscape character appears sandwiched between two urban centres, historic but
expanding Burnham and modern South Woodham Ferrers, and yet due to its lack of access across the
farmland, it retains a strong sense of place and offers many opportunities, especially along the sea wall,
to find places with a great sense of isolation and tranquillity.

Visual Characteristics
Historic pub at North Fambridge where ferry used to cross the river.
Panoramic views across adjacent saltmarsh and mudflats down the river and across large farmland
fields to the south shore of the river at North Fambridge.
Short-distance views across Althorne Creek to Bridgemarsh Island.
Long views down Clementsgreen Creek to Brandyhole Reach.

Historic Land Use

Evidence of historic land use within the Character Area is dominated by a distinctive co-axial
rectilinear field pattern (known as Dengie-form after this area).  Historically settlement is scattered
along the roads along the top of the ridge and on smaller peninsulas protruding out to the coast.  The
main historic landscape features include:

Areas of salt marsh and grazing marsh adjacent to the River Crouch within Marsh Farm Country
Park.
Field systems of considerable antiquity, that may have their origins in the middle Saxon period, if
not before.

Ecological Features

This Character Area is dominated by arable farmland and extensive grazing marsh.  The area contains
numerous sites of nature conservation value and other ecological features.  These include:

Crouch & Roach Estuaries Ramsar and SPA - supports internationally and nationally important
numbers of wildfowl.
Essex Estuaries cSAC - supports variety of internationally important habitats including estuarine,
mudflats, sandflats, Salicornia colonising mud, Spartina swards and Atlantic salt meadows.
Croach and Roach Estuaries SSSI – tidal mud, saltmarsh and grazing marsh which support
internationally important numbers of dark-bellied Brent geese, and nationally important numbers of
black-tailed godwit, shelduck and shoveler plus other wildfowl and uncommon flora.
Ancient woodland  at North Fambridge Hall Wood.
Fen, saltmarsh and mudflats.
Riverside creek margins and banks of the River Crouch.

Key Planning and land Management Issues
Encroaching urban edge at South Woodham Ferrers very abrupt.
Potential growth in water sports, especially sailing and pleasure craft, with inherent demand for
more marinas and river moorings.
Sea-level rise and erosion could lead to the loss of existing saltmarsh within the Crouch Estuary
channel.
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Risk of erosion due to wash from motorised craft.
Potential for damage to diverse, important saltmarsh and bird habitats with a potential increase in
tourism and accessibility to visitors.
Further development, including caravan parks as at Creeksea could erode the generally undisturbed
character of the area and adversely affect saltmarsh.
Pressure for change of use from arable for development, which may have a visually intrusive impact
on landscape character.
Pressure from development within this, and adjacent character areas.
Continuing loss of hedges and field boundary vegetation with subsequent loss of historic pattern,
sense of enclosure and ecological habitat.

Sensitivities to Change

Sensitive key characteristics and landscape elements within this character area include areas of drained
grazing marsh close to the sea wall, ditches, dykes and sea walls, scattered blocks of trees and linear
tree belts (which are sensitive to changes in land management).  The open nature of the area is visually
sensitive to new development (especially in close proximity to the sea wall), which would be visible
within  views  from  adjacent  character  areas.   There  is  a  sense  of  historic  integrity,  resulting  from  a
distinctive co-axial rectilinear field pattern and a dispersed historic settlement pattern.  Potential new
development either within the area, or within adjacent character areas, may also disturb the strong
sense of tranquillity.  The area also contains several internationally and nationally important sites for
wildlife (in particular, wildfowl).  Overall, this character area has high sensitivity to change.

Proposed Landscape Strategy Objectives

Conserve - seek to protect and enhance positive features that are essential in contributing to local
distinctiveness and sense of place through effective planning and positive land management measures.

Enhance - seek to improve the integrity of the landscape, and reinforce its character, by introducing
new and/or enhanced elements where distinctive features or characteristics are absent.

Restore - seek to reinforce and/or reinstate historic landscape patterns and features that contribute to
sense of place and time depth, by repairing distinctive elements that have been lost or degraded.

Suggested Landscape Planning Guidelines
Ensure that any new development is well integrated into the surrounding landscape, responds to
historic settlement pattern and scale, and uses materials which are appropriate to the local landscape
character.
Conserve the rural character of the area.
Ensure that new farm buildings are sensitively designed and located within the landscape to accord
with existing character.
Conserve panoramic long distance views to adjacent character areas of drained and open estuarine
marsh to the south.

Suggested Land Management Guidelines
Conserve historic lanes and unimproved roadside verges.
Conserve and enhance the landscape setting of North Fambridge, Creeksea and other villages.
Consider the potential for creation of new inter-tidal habitats (such as saltmarsh) through Managed
Realignment (with regard to information set out within the Crouch Estuary Flood Management
Strategy : Essex Estuarine Strategy).
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6.6 Coastal Farmland Landscapes

6.6.1 The key characteristics of this Landscape Character Type are:

Predominantly flat, low-lying landscape, sloping gradually upwards to the north
Views of river estuaries and coastline from several locations
Arable farmland on underlying heavy clay soils
Lack of large patches/areas of woodland
Relatively sparse settlement pattern

6.6.2 This Landscape Character Type contains the following Landscape Character Areas:

E1 - Tolleshunt Coastal Farmland
E2 - Tillingham and Latchingdon Coastal Farmland
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